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In Practice I TECHNOLOGY

The Guide on the Side
Incorporating active learning into online instruction

M

any librarians have
embraced the use
of active learning
in their teaching.
Moving away from lectures and
toward activities that get students
using the skills they're learning can lead to more meaningful learning experiences. It's
one thing to tell people how to
do something, but to have them
actually do it themselves, with
expert guidance, makes it much
more likely that they'll be able
to do it later on their own.
Replicating that same "guide on
the side" model online, however, has
proven difficult. Librarians, like
most instructors, have largely gone
back to a lecture model of delivering
instruction. Certainly it's a great deal
more difficult to develop active
learning exercises, or even interactivity, in online instruction, but
many of the tools and techniques that
have been embraced by librarians for
developing online tutorials and other
learning objects do not allow students to practice what they're learning while they're learning. While
some software for creating screencasts—video tutorials that film activity on one's desktop^include the
ability to create quizzes or interactive
components, users can't easily work
with a library resource and watch a
screencast at the same time.
In 2000, the reference staff at the
University of Arizona was looking
for a way to build web-based tutorials to embed in a class that caused a
lot of traffic at the reference desk.
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This project is also an excellent
example of what is possible when
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